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2. Literal Translation.
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If the intention of an agent to create a particular legal consequence was
brought about in the wrong way, for instance, because the agent was
cheated, the juridical act is typically still valid, meaning that it retains
its legal consequences. However, the law often gives such an agent the
competence to avoid the juridical act. If a juridical act is avoided, its
legal consequences are taken away retrospectively. This means that the
law treats the juridical act as if it never had been valid and never had
any legal consequences. Sometimes the agent can avoid his juridical act

himself, but it is also possible that a judicial decision is required for the
avoidance. After avoidance, a juridical act is null and void.
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1 .What is law

Rules

The main question that any introduction to law must answer deals with the
nature of law. Although the need for the characterization of the nature of law is
obvious, it is a need that is not easily satisfied. The law is multifaceted, and
arguably has been in flux over the centuries. In this current age of globalization
and Europeanization, it is changing at such a high speed that it is impossible to
give a short definition of law from the outset. What is possible, however, is to
mention a few characteristics of law. The majority of legal phenomena share
most of these characteristics, but not all legal phenomena share all of them.
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A substantial part of law exists in the form of rules. These rules do not only
specify how people should behave («Do not steal», «Everybody with an income

must pay income tax»), but they also contain definitions of terms, create
competencies, and much more.
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An example of a rule that gives a definition of a term can be found in Article 1
of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial

Discrimination, which defines racial discrimination as:



